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                              The Presidential Address  

       Hello!   I cannot express how humble I feel standing here 

before you some 53 years after Ayton School and I parted company. 

Never in my wildest dreams did the 15 year old boy contemplate the 

possibility of having the honour of being elected President of the Old 

Scholars Association. For this great honour I t hank you!  I would also 

thank Sue for her excellent year as President, and wonder at the great 

differences between our school careers. Sue was a model pupil who 

enjoyed every minute of her association with the school, and I was not! 

I came to be educated at Ayton School, although Barnard Castle 

was considered, because my sister, Beryl, was already established. An 

application was submitted and I was offered a place by Mr  Carr. I 

attended an open day for prospective pupils, and I was inter viewed by 

Mr Carr in his study; he called me Alan and explained the workings of 

the establishment including the fact that there was no corporal 

punishment. As someone who had had the cane or the slipper at least 

once a week at my previous place of education (always fully deserved)  

this came as an incentive. Following the interview I was sent to inspect 

the school and the school grounds. The only thing I can remember was 

being allowed, in the company of two older boys, to row a boat on the 

lake, as, it was explained to me, we did not have lessons on an 

afternoon (it must ha ve been Wednesday.) I thought I had hit the 

jackpot, very few lessons, a rowing boat and no cane. 

Miss Harwood and I fell out early in my school career, over socks! 

One wet afternoon, after games, I was unable to find one of my grey 

socks. Being resourceful I attended class, a little late, in wet games 

socks. I was admonished and sent out to find my grey ones. Now 

anyone who knew the boysɀ changing rooms would know that a ten 

year old boy had no chance of finding anything, let alone one grey 



3 
 

sock, so, I returned to class with no socks on. Miss Harwood was not 

pleased, back to the changing rooms I was sent to locate the missing 

sock until I finally returned wearing my wellingtons. Poor Miss 

Harwood went ballistic. I was told not to be impertinent, however the 

bell went and I escaped having avoided two periods of English. The 

sock turned up stuck inside my trousers, bu t I had, unfortunately , 

placed myself on the wrong side of Miss H.  

            The first term passed with an uneasy truce between the staff 

and me. This changed at the start of my second term at Ayton when a 

new person arrived on the scene, and it was not long before I was in 

his study  for one of his many lectures on my behaviour. The poor man 

was under the misunderstanding that he ran the school whereas I 

knew it was me. Perhaps with hindsight I should have offered to share 

the burden and form  a partnership, but I missed that opportunity. Had 

I taken it, the school might still have been operating today. It seemed 

that ÙÐÎÏÛɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÈÙÛɯÖÍɯ,Ùɯ1ÌÈËÌÙɀÚɯ'ÌÈËÚÏÐ×Ȯɯ(ɯÞÈÚɯÈɯÔÈÙÒÌËɯ

×Ü×ÐÓȮɯÈÕËɯÐÛɯÞÈÚÕɀÛɯÓÖÕÎɯÉÌÍÖÙÌɯ(ɯÞÈÚɯÐÚÚÜÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯÈɯÙÌ×ÖÙÛɯÉÖÖÒȮɯÞÏÐÊÏɯ

had to be signed after every lesson and activity along with a comment 

by my teachers. I had to report to M Ùɯ1ÌÈËÌÙɀÚɯÚÛÜËàɯÌÝÌÙàɯ2ÈÛÜÙËÈà 

after lunch, with my book. Although I turned up every Saturday, I 

ËÖÕɀÛɯÙÌÔÌÔÉÌÙɯ,Ùɯ1ÌÈËÌÙɯÒÌÌ×ÐÕÎɯÖÜÙɯÈ××ÖÐÕÛÔÌÕÛȭɯ 

To run my side of the school I needed capital, and it was Jimmy 

Shaw who advised me not to put my trunk in the loft at the start of 

ÛÌÙÔȮɯÉÜÛɯÛÖɯ×ÈÞÕɯÐÛɯÈÕËɯÙÌËÌÌÔɯÐÛɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÌÕËɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÛÌÙÔȭɯ(ɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÛÈÒÌɯ

ÏÐÚɯÈËÝÐÊÌȮɯÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯ(ɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÒÕÖÞɯÞÏÌÙÌɯÛÏÌɯ×ÈÞÕɯÚÏÖ×ɯÞÈÚȮɯÈÕËɯ(ɯ

could not carry my trunk. However Jimmy was my first business 

advisor.  

In the entrance to what was then the woodwork shop there was a 

glass fronted notice board. On this board there were hundreds of rules 

and instructions. It was to provide me with many happy hours of 
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entertainment seeing how many rules I could break on a summers 

evening. Anyway I noticed one of the rules was that all 1 st. form boys 

had to write a letter home every weekȭɯ(ɯÈÓÚÖɯÒÕÌÞɯÛÏÈÛɯÔÖÚÛɯËÐËÕɀÛȭɯ

First and second form boys had duties to attend to, which included 

post, renewing toilet rolls, and tidying the changing room, handing 

stray items to lost property. These duties were displayed on a roster in 

the new block. Being a devious 10 year old I realised that if I removed 

this roster I could make the tasks my own on a regular basis. Post was 

the cash generator. Every letter in the post box had the name of the 

sender in the top right hand corner, and my duty was to empty the 

post box, collect the money from the sender during form period when 

pocket money was handed out, buy the stamps from the Bursar, and 

post the letters. Easy cash, I just collected the price of the stamp from 

every 1st year boy, even if he had not sent a letter, cut out the Bursar, 

ÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯÏÌɯÞÌÕÛɯÏÖÔÌɯÈÛɯƕƖɀÖɀÊÓÖÊÒȮɯÉÖÜÎÏÛɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÈÔ×ÚɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ/ÖÚÛɯ

Office, posted the letters that had been sent and kept the surplus. I 

suppose it was an early form of a protection racket as any first form 

boy who had not written home dare not admit it. A side benefit was 

having a reason to go in to the village at odd times. 

The toilet duties consisted of changing toilet rolls when needed, 

keeping the place free of litter, and reporting any fa ults to the 

caretaker. Even this activity had it  benefits. Beryl was training as a 

teacher and needed toilet roll inner tubes for her various projects. I 

collected the tubes and kept them on top of my Cage. One day it was 

announced at lunch that every chil d had to proceed to their locker or 

cage which was to be searched; it appears a large quantity of cutlery 

was missing from the dining room,  and instead of buying new ones, 

Big J. and his gang decided tÖɯÊÙÐÔÐÕÈÓÐÚÌɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÊÜÚÛÖÔÌÙÚȭɯ(ɯËÖÕɀÛɯÒÕÖÞɯ

how much cu tlery was found, but I had none, not belonging to the 

school anyway, but I did have this hoard of illegal toilet roll inners. 
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This resulted in three interviews with Big J. who was convinced I was 

about to gain world domination by collecting cardboard tubes . 

I worked hard running the school doing lots of little duties, one  of 

which was Meeting House boy, a position I held until third form when 

Mr Reader decided to ban me from the Meeting House. I had already 

been banned from everywhere else, and most activities, but not 

lessons. It did therefore, give me great satisfaction when I was called 

out of class one day, and asked to arrange the Meeting House for The 

%ÙÐÌÕËÚɀɯ3ÏÜÙÚËÈàɯ,ÌÌÛÐÕÎȮɯÈÚɯÕÖɯÖÕÌɯÌÓÚÌɯÒÕÌÞɯÏÖÞɯÛÖɯËÖɯÐÛȭɯ3ÏÌɯ

benches were of different sizes and would not fit the required 

arrangement if the right benches were not in the correct position. I 

resumed meeting house duties after this, and, I presume, Mr Reader 

retired hurt.      

In January 1954 or 1955 someone had the idea that a skiing trip to 

Austria would be a good idea. This was  a brave thing considering the 

Second World War had finished only ten ye ars before. If it was a brave 

thing to take 30 children across Europe by train, then it was suicidal to 

include me in the party . I apologise here and now for any stress I 

caused any pupil or staff member on that trip as I was always leading 

children astray  and was never where I should have been. The hotel we 

stayed in was a pleasant Austrian hostelry serving typical Austrian 

food; however, the price of bottled water (we were advised not to 

drink water) was I think, about one shilling and three pence, whereas a 

similar sized bottle of beer was about eleven pence. The saving cheered 

the holiday along nicely, but as we only drank beverage at meal times 

no serious damage was done. I know I carried ice skates all the way to 

Austria and back again for Nancy Thomas, and was rewarded with a 

kiss on Victoria Station. Brief Encounter, eat your heart out. 

There are dozens of other escapades, most legal, including bike 

ÙÐËÌÚɯÛÖɯ2ÛÖÒÌÚÓÌàɯÈÛɯÕÐÎÏÛȮɯÞÐÛÏɯÉÐÒÌÚɯɀÉÖÙÙÖÞÌËɀɯÍÙÖÔɯÍÐÍÛÏɯÍÖÙÔÌÙÚɯ
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who were allowed them after  G.C.E; playing tennis on the red courts at 

four in the morning. (Honestly, to see the sun come up over the hills is 

a sight too wonderful to describe) ; having breakfast in the cricket 

pavilion, afterwards, with milk cooled in the beck , and back into school 

breakfast at seven thirty. The great dab-it -off business, manufacturing 

chocolate sherbert  (which put most of first and second year boys in the 

San); collecting and selling tennis balls from roofs and gutters after 

dark; regular cash generating trips to  the chip shop; almost being sent 

home for getting caught behind the tennis courts with a group of boys 

who were smoking  ((ɯÞÈÚÕɀÛɯÚÔÖÒÐÕÎɯÉÜÛɯÞÈÚɯÙÌÛÜÙÕÐÕÎɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯÊÏÐ×ɯ

ÚÏÖ×ɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯÚÊÌÕÐÊɯÙÖÜÛÌȮɯÉÜÛɯ(ɯÊÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯÛÌÓÓɯÈÕàÖÕÌɯÛÏÈÛȮɯÈÕËȮɯ(ɯÓÖÚÛɯÔàɯ

chips that night as I had to hide them under a bush! 

You most probably have noticed I have not mentioned any school 

work or achievements,- well, frankl y, it just got in the way.  I remember 

music lessons with Mr Porter. He was droning on about something, 

and playing m usic on the DECALION, anyway we had to listen to the 

music and put our hands up when our nominated instrument played. I 

was given the Cor Anglais, perhaps if I had listened to anything that 

had been said previously, I might have known what one was. As far as 

I was concerned it might have been a French apple or a delivery truck. 

As usual I was in trouble, and did not make a friend of BJP. Just as well 

as I am tone deaf and have no sense of rhythm. 

On the other hand Mr Coates and I had a cordial relationship,  as I 

kept my shoes clean and my hair cut. In my second year I asked him to 

×ÈÚÚɯÈɯÉÖÖÒɯÊÈÓÓÌËɯȿɀTÌÈÊÏɯ8ÖÜÙÚÌÓÍɯ/ÏàÚÐÊÚɀȮɯÈÕËɯÊonsidering that was 

his subject he must have been amused. One night I turned the fire 

hydrant on beside B DormȮɯÈÕËɯÊÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯÛÜÙÕ it off. I was like the 

ÚÖÙÊÌÙÌÙɀÚɯÈ××ÙÌÕÛÐÊÌȮɯÞÐÛÏɯÞÈÛÌÙɯÌÝÌÙàÞÏÌÙÌȭɯ,Ùɯ"ÖÈÛÌÚɯÈÙÙÐÝÌËɯÈÕËɯ

turned the water off, asking me what I was doing. I tried to claim I had 

ÑÜÚÛɯÓÌÈÕÌËɯÈÎÈÐÕÚÛɯÐÛȮɯÛÖɯÞÏÐÊÏɯ2×ÐÎÎɯÙÌ×ÓÐÌËȮɯȿ"ÖÔÌɯÖÕɯÕÖÞȮɯÛÏÈÛɯ
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wÖÕɀÛɯÞÈÚÏȵɀɯÛÖɯÞÏÐÊÏɯ(ɯreplied,  ɂ-ÖȮɯÉÜÛɯÛÏÈÛɯËÐËȵɀɀɯ2×ÐÎÎɯÈÊÛÜÈÓÓàɯ

smiled, and all I received as punishment was one hour playground 

sweeping. 

I seemed to court trouble wherever I was. One memory I have was 

sitting in class busying myself stuffing match heads into airgun pellets , 

to make cracker bombs. Unfortunately I compressed the matches too 

tightly, and there was an almighty bang, waking everyone up and 

silencing the teacher. As usual I denied all knowledge of the explosion, 

but sitting in a cloud of smoke with a blackened fa ce resulted in 

ÈÕÖÛÏÌÙɯÚÖÑÖÜÙÕɯÖÜÛÚÐËÌɯ,Ùɯ1ÌÈËÌÙɀÚɯÖÍÍÐÊÌȭ 

I left Ayton with one formal qualification, that of Bronze  

Medallion Life Saving Award. ( I might have achieved the next award 

up, but I was banned from the swimming baths at the time of the 

examination.) I do, however, still have my school report ,(no classified    

information), my catapult and my bag of marbles to show for my 

career. Other valuable assets I gained from Ayton, was a thoroughly 

good grounding in most subjects, an independent spirit, and total 

confidence in my own abilities, so much so, that after attending night 

classes I gained a post at Sunderland Technical College teaching 

plastering, skill and practice, at the age of eighteen. When I was twenty  

- four I won a Scholarship to  attend a management course in London, 

coming top out of 30 delegates, so Ayton must have taught me 

something. I am also excellent at sweeping playgrounds and 

classrooms, patient and able to stand for long hours, these along with 

duties as meeting house boy, newspaper boy, post boy, cobblerɀs 

trolley, toilet attendant, and a brief spell in the games cupboard all set 

me up for  a happy and varied career. 

I became area secretary for the Old Scholars Association, and 

worked hard raising money for the il l-fated house block at the mill . I 

ask each and every member to seek out other old scholars and 
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encourage them to join our association, especially the latter day pupils 

who can keep the school memory alive for the foreseeable future 

My final duty is to ring Spigg ɀs bell, in memory of those bells for 

breakfast, bells for shoe collect, bells for lessons, bells for post, recess, 

meals, the list is endless. Is it any wonder when the school was finally 

×ÜÛɯÛÖɯÙÌÚÛɯ(ɯËÌÛÌÙÔÐÕÌËɯÛÖɯÈÊØÜÐÙÌɯÛÏÌɯÉÌÓÓɯÒÕÖÞÕɯÈÚɯ2×ÐÎÎɀÚɯ!ÌÓÓɯat any 

price.  I have fond memories of my sister Beryl in her regulation 

summer gingham dress dutifully tolling the bell for various functions.  I 

ÏÈÝÌɯ×ÜÛɯÈɯÔÜÍÍÓÌÙɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÊÓÈ××ÌÙɯÖÍɯ2×ÐÎÎɀÚɯ!ÌÓÓɯÑÜÚÛɯÐÕɯÊÈÚÌɯÈɯÎÏÖÚÛÓàɯ

Mr Coates returns to ring it.   

The grey muffler was removed and the bell was rung.  

ȿ Ïɯ(ɯÚÌÌɯàÖÜɯÍÖÜÕËɯÛÏÌɯÚÖÊÒȮɀɯ"Ömmented Lou.  
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 A.O.S.A.   Minutes of 122nd.Annual General Meeting  

      Held at 2.00pm on Sunday 27th June 2010 in the Meeting House. 

          The chairman, Diz Dexter  welcomed everyone to the AGM. She 

asked all present to share a short silence to remember those Old 

Scholars who had died during the preceding year and also to send 

loving thoughts to those members who are experiencing difficult time s. 

 Diz then welcomed the 2010 President Alan Goodfellow,  who 

gave his Presidential address. Alan had a colourful time at school and 

we all enjoyed his address, which is printed in full in the 2011 

Magazine, and well worth a read! Diz Dexter thanked Alan for his 

intrig uing address. 

1. Greetings and apologies for absence were received from: Chris 

Vodden; Lil Pearson (Wrightson) ; Kathlyn Tonkin ( Bearby); Jan 

Sinclair (Hall); Anne White(McCune) ; Douglas Horn; Jean Hewitt 

(Smithson); Margaret Shaw (Wearmouth); Adi Lavender(Johnson); 

Christine Meyer ( Gent); Sheila Howd ( Dent);Mary Banks; Dorothy 

Newby (Danby); Jane Campbell ( Bye); Richard Wood; Mike Allen.  

Gill Jackson had the following message from a telephone call 

with Frieda Dennis on Thursday l ast ɬ Frieda sends her apologies as 

she and her son Edward will not be able, as they had hoped, to 

attend the Memorial Service for Dick ( held in The Meeting House 

earlier today). Frieda also asked me to thank everyone who sent her 

cards and letters of sympathy. She has been much moved and 

comforted by them.  

2. The Minutes of the 121st A.G.M. were taken as read from the 

Magazine and approval was proposed and seconded by Barbara 

Clarke (Price) and Gill Jackson (Hinds) and agreed by all. 

3. There were no matters arising. 

4. Jill Wheeler  (Rhodes) Hon. Secretary, made her 8th and final 

2ÌÊÙÌÛÈÙàɀÚɯ1Ì×ÖÙÛɯÈÕËɯÚÏÌɯÞÈÚɯ×ÓÌÈÚÌËɯÛÖɯÙÌ×ÖÙÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯȿɀ#ÐÓÌÔÔÈɀɀɯ
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mail shot had been successful and new volunteers had come forward 

to carry the Association on. The Executive Committee had once more 

fulfilled its duty and is in fine order with representative from many 

eras. 

5. Fiona Campbell, the Hon. Records Secretary, reported that the 

records have been updated and she has devised a system from 

which various reports can be accessed. There are 586 recorded 

members but in order to keep the list up to date Fiona needs to be 

given information like changes of  address or changes of surnames; 

she has a list of lost Life Members and would appreciate any news 

of them and of course information regarding any Member who has 

died. Fiona instigated the web camera which enabled Harry Snalam 

from his home in Vancouver, to be present via the computer on the 

piano ɬ such is technology in the 21st century. 

6. Geoff Miller, Hon. Treasurer, distributed the accounts for the 

Association which showed a healthy balance in the bank, even 

though the expenses had been greater than the income by £1,368 

which was more than usual because of the cost of ÛÏÌɯɀ#ÐÓÌÔÔÈɀɯ

mail shot. The interest income has dropped dramatically because of 

the low bank rates. 

 7. Gill Jackson (Hinds) , first joined the magazine some 20 years ago 

and for all that time she has been involved in one way or another , 

however in this he r final year has been in sole charge after the death of 

Dick Dennis. Gill introduced Linda Hewison (Pearson), who agreed to 

be next Magazine Editor. Diz Dexter thanked Gill for her hard work 

and dedication. 

8. There were no questions regarding the 4 reports which are recorded 

in full in the 2011 A.O.S.A. Magazine. 

9. Retirement of Officers in 2010 

Diz Dexter       Chairman 
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Gill Jackson    Editor  

Jill Wheeler      Secretary 

   Lou Trotter      Ordinary Committee Member  

10. Lou Trotter gave the following vote  of thanks: 

In recent years it has fallen to my lot to thank people for their periods of 

service on the Committee. This year we have a lot of people to thank and so, in 

case I should miss anyone out, (ɯÛÏÐÕÒɯ(ɀÓÓɯÚÛÈÙÛɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÛÖ×ɯÈÕËɯÞÖÙÒɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯ

ÈÕËɯ(ɀËɯÉe grateful if, as I mention their names, the people concerned would 

ÚÛÈÕËɯÈÕËɯËÖɯÛÏÌɯÜÚÜÈÓɯȿɀ3ÞÐÙÓɀɀ 

So, to our new President, Alan Goodfellow, many thanks for taking on 

the role, thanks for your most humorous address and best wishes for your 

year. 

To Sue Fox, Immediate Past President, thank you for what you have done 

over the last two years and for what you continue to do. To Harry Snalam, 

Past President, thanks again for your three yearsɀ ÚÌÙÝÐÊÌȮɯÚÖÙÙàɯàÖÜɯÊÈÕɀÛɯÉÌɯ

with us this year, but we hope to see you and Susan next year. 

To Diz Dexter, Retiring Chairman. Very many thanks for your 

contribution over the past eight years to both the Committee and Nominations 

Committee.  

To Jill Wheeler, Retiring Secretary. Once again, thanks for your eight 

years of service. You took on the role with gusto. Thanks are also due to you 

ÍÖÙɯÔÈÕÈÎÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯɀɀ#ÐÓÌÔÔÈɀɯɀ×ÙÖÑÌÊÛɯÖÝÌÙɯÛÏÌɯÓÈÚÛɯÛÞÌÓÝÌɯÔÖÕÛÏÚɯÞÏÐÊÏȮɯ

despite a period of ill health, you did so well. 

Our thanks are due to Geoff Miller who has just completed his first year 

as Treasurer, for his input and for the expertise he brings. 

Gill Jackson, Retiring Editor of the Magazine. What can we say about 

Gill? She has endeavoured to retire before but for one reason or another we 

have not allowed her to do so. This year, without Dick to call on and despite 

periods of ill health, Gill has produced another exemplary Annual Report. Gill, 

for your enthusiasm over the years you are to be commended, for your 
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dedication you are to be congratulated and for what you have achieved, on 

behalf of the Association, you are to be thanked. 

Thanks also go to :- John Fothergill, who, despite not being in the best of 

health himself at the moment, is about to take on the role of Chairman. John, 

we wish you success and a full and speedy recovery. 

 To Suzanne Potter, who after a number of years on the Committee is to 

become Secretary, to Fiona Campbell for her work as Records Secretary, to 

Louise Seniscal, who having been co-opted on to the Committee, has done an 

outstanding job as Re-union Co-ordinator and has agreed to continue. Other 

Committee Members deserving of our thanks are Sonia Wade, Gillian 

Cloughton, Anne White and Andrew Vaux. May I say a special thanks to 

Linda Hewison who has agreed to take over from Gill as Editor of the 

Magazine. Linda, you have a hard act to follow but we do thank you and wish 

you every success. Thanks go again to Jane Campbell for her work on the 

Archives and the exhibition, and finally can I thank Wendy Smith for the 

work she and her helpers do with regard to the distribution of the Report and 

also for putting me in touch with her son, Daniel, who has agreed to take over 

as Web Master/Editor. Where would we be without the Campbells, the Foxes 

and the Smiths? Old Scholars, friends I give you, your Committee. 

Diz Dexter then gave a very special thank you to Lou for all his 

commitment and dedication to the Executive Committee. Whenever 

reference needed to be made to the Constitution, Lou was always there 

to keep us right. His contribution has been considerable.   

11. Officers due to retire in  2010 but willing to stay on:  Sonia Wade      

Nominations Committee Convenor    (for 1 more year only ) 

12. Re -election of officers willing to remain.  

Treasurer (2009-2013)                             Geoff Miller  

        Records Secretary (2009-2013)               Fiona Campbell 

          Executive Committee Members   (2008-2012)  

                         Gillian  Cloughton , Anne White , Andrew Vaux  
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Nominations Committee    (2008-2012)   Suzanne Potter                                                                                     

School Committee Representatives   

       (2009-2013)                                            Sue Fox 

(2007-2011)                                            Jill Wheeler 

       (2007-2011)                                           Sonia Wade 

 Proposed: Gill Jackson and Seconded Dorothy Dawson and agreed by all. 

13. Election of New Officers.  

            Chairman (Yearly basis)                           John Fothergill  

Secretary (Yearly basis)                            Suzanne Potter 

Reunion Co-ordinator  (2009-2013)          Louise Seniscal 

Magazine Editor  (2010-2014)                    Linda Hewison  

Web Master (2010-2014)                             Dan Smith 

14. Nomination of President Elect.  

    Sonia Wade told us she was pleased to be able to 

propose Linda Renwick (Knott) as the Association President 

Elect. Linda has already shown her dedication to the 

Association by her stint as Editor of the Magazine so we are 

happy that she has accepted the office of President elect. 2ÖÕÐÈɀÚɯ

proposal was seconded by Gill Jackson and welcomed by all 

present. 

15. A.O.B. Pauline Buchanan (Swanson) asked if the 

Treasurer would consider depositi ng money with the Credit 

Union,  as this would help those less fortunate, but the cash  

would still be safe. Geoff said he would look into this and 

report to the next Executive Committee Meeting.  

16. The dates of the next Summer Reunion are Saturday 

25th Sunday 26th June 2011 

  2ÌÊÙÌÛÈÙàɀÚɯ1Ì×ÖÙÛɯƖƛth. June 2010   

Well, where did the time go? This is my 8 th.  and final 2ÌÊÙÌÛÈÙàɀÚ 

Report and although at times it has felt like a lifetime ago when I took 
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over the reins, today it only seems like yesterday!! I am sure my 

contemporaries will understand that statement.  

When I took over from Margaret Carnegie (Wilkinson), with 

whom I was at Ayton, I wondered if I would manage, but with the aid 

of computers and emails the job has been relatively easy. Secretaries 

before me, Barbara Clarke and Roy George to mention just two, remind 

me from time to time Secretaries in the past had to hand write 

everything including the envelopes for the magazines, and records 

were kept on cards to be updated by hand!! Three cheers for 

technology!! 

This year we decided to contact all members of the A.O.S.A. and 

ÛÏÌɯ×ÏÖÛÖÎÙÈ×ÏɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯȿɀ#ÐÓÌÔÔÈɀɀɯÞÈÚɯÊÏÖÚÌÕɯÞÐÛÏɯÊÈÙÌȮɯ.ÏɯàÌÚȮɯÛÏÖÚÌɯ

ÞÌÙÌɯÛÏÌɯËÈàÚȱȱ3ÏÌɯÙÌ×ÓÐÌÚɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÊÈÔÌɯÐÕȮɯÈÕËɯÐÕɯÚÖÔÌɯÊÈÚÌÚɯÈÙÌɯ

still coming in, all  unanimously agreed that the Magazine was most 

important followed by the Reunion and the Web site. I am delighted to 

ÙÌ×ÖÙÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯÛÏÌɯȿɀ#ÐÓÌÔÔÈɀɀɯÞÌɯÏÈÝÌɯÈɯ,ÈÎÈáÐÕÌɯ3ÌÈÔɯÐÕɯÏÈÕËȮɯ

to be led by Linda Hewison (Pearson) from her home in rural France 

where she is in touch with the whole world with the aid of her trusty 

computer , and a promising new Web Master, Dan Smith, to keep both 

the Magazine and the A.O.S.A. Web site going. The Reunions now 

have a good format which can be fine- tuned by Co-ordinator  Louise 

Seniscal (Fox, as was) and her family, so all is well with the 

Association. We have even managed a video link with Harry Sn alam in 

Vancouver so he could be at the Committee meetings without having 

to travel 6000 miles! Your Committee has taken on board the 21st 

century and serves you well. 

So, as I hand over to Suzanne Potter (Morgan), I am pleased to report 

that the A.O.S.A. Executive Committee is in good order, a cheerful 

bunch of Old Scholars from different eras meeting a couple of times 
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each year to keep the show on the road. It has been a pleasure to be on 

the Committee.                 Jill Wheeler  (Rhodes) Hon. Secretary    

 AYTON OLD SCHOLARS ASSOCIATION  

Receipts and payments.    Year Ending 31 march 2010 

2009        INCOME                                                     2010 

      740    Subscriptions                                                824 

      160    Donations                                                      135 

        64    Interest                                                             _ 

      964                                                                            959                             

                 EXPENDITURE 

      980     Magazine                                                   1,022 

          9    Loss on re-union                                          162 

      568     Postage and stationery                               469 

                 The Dilemma                                               573 

        25    Other                      

               150    Provision for handbook                              100 

            1,732                                                                          2,327  

 -   768      excess of expenditure                             - 1,368 

GENERAL FUND  

       4,531   Balance                                                              3,763  

          -768    Less excess expenditure                             - 1,368                                                     

        3,763                                                                              2,395 

                5   pre- paid subs 

           330   Provision for handbook                                   430 

        4,098                                                                              2,824 

       LIFE FUND 

     14,153     Balance                                                           14,619 

          246     Interest                                                                    2 

 221     Donations                                                        1,200 

   14,619                                                      15,822      

   18,717                            TOTAL             18,646 

     14,619    Nationwide                                                   14,770 

       2,448   HSBC                                                                 2,210 

       1,650   Nationwide                                                      1,651 

                      Pay pal                                                                 15 

     18,717                                                                              18,646   
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Receipts and Payments         9 months ending  31 December 2010 

2009      Income                                                                2010 

      Subscriptions                                                              836 

      Donations                                                                    500 

      Transfer from life fund                                           1,200                                                                 

       Interest                                                                      - 

                                                                                          2,536 

  Expenditure  

     Magazine                                                                   1,272 

     Loss on reunion                                                             83 

     Postage and stationery                                               442 

     Website                                                                         519 

     Other 

     Provision for handbook                                              100 

                                                                                           2,416 

     Excess of income                                                          120  

   General Fund  

             Balance                                                                          3,895 

             Add excess income                                                        120          

                                                        4,015 

             pre-paid subs 

             Provision for handbook                                                530 

                                                                                                     4,545 

             Life Fund  

             Balance                                                                          14,321 

             Interest                                                                                 1 

              New Life Members                                                          48 

             Transfer to General Fund                                            1,200 

                                                                                                     13,169 

              TOTAL                                                                          17,715 

        Nationwide                                                                        16,422 

        HSBC                                                                                     1,293                                                        

        Nationwide   Pay pal   

                                                                                                     17,715                                                                 

  

  Hon. Treasurer GEOFF MILLER  

Independently examined by RICHARD BYE  
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                     A Profile Of Our President  Elect 

                  Linda Knott (nee Renwick)   1955-1963 

+ÐÕËÈɯÑÖÐÕÌËɯ àÛÖÕɯ%ÙÐÌÕËÚɀɯ2ÊÏÖÖÓɯÐÕɯƕƝƙƙɯÍÙÖÔɯ1ÌËɯ'ÖÜÚÌɯÈÕËɯ

left in 1963.She was put into Swarthmore House as a Day Girl and 

enjoyed the journey out to the country 

every day. She slowly gained confidence 

in the caring and encouraging 

atmosphere, enjoying swimming, 

weaving Domestic Science, History with 

ȿɀ3ÈÍÍàɀɀ, tennis, life-saving, English, 

climbing in The Lake District with John 

Reader, and choir under Richard 

Addison, where her love of music began. 

 ÍÛÌÙɯȿɀ.ɀɀɯÓÌÝÌÓÚɯÚÏÌɯÞÌÕÛɯÖÕɯÛÖɯȿɀ ɀɀɯ

levels in History, English, and French. As 

Head Girl for the Day Girls she continued to enjoy being a Day Girl 

ËÌÚ×ÐÛÌɯ$ÝÌÓàÕɀÚɯÝÌÐÓÌËɯ×ÌÙÚÜÈÚÐÖns. She was introduced to Quaker 

Work Camps in Europe whe re her love of travel developed 

She left to go to St. AidaÕɀÚɯ"ÖÓÓÌÎÌȮɯ#ÜÙÏÈÔɯ4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɯÞÏÌÙÌɯÚÏÌɯ

studied English. There she enjoyed three glorious years in one of the 

most beautiful cities in the country, making lots of long term friends, 

one of whom is her sister-in- law. 

In 1965 she went to Tunisia under V.S.O. where she taught English 

in Kairouan and worked alongside Peace Corps volunteers. Then she 

went to Edinburgh University (another beautiful  city)  to do her Dip. 

Ed. where she gained a distinction. From there she taught in a Quaker 

ÚÊÏÖÖÓɯÐÕɯ)ÈÔÈÐÊÈɯÊÈÓÓÌËɯȿɀ'È××àɯ&ÙÖÝÌɀɀɯÈÛɯ'ÌÊÛÖÙɀÚɯ1ÐÝÌÙȭ  

When she returned from Jamaica she married Arthur in 1969 and 

ÛÈÜÎÏÛɯÐÕɯÈɯ2ÌÊÖÕËÈÙàɯ,ÖËÌÙÕɯ&ÐÙÓÚɀɯ2ÊÏÖÖl in Reading which was a bit 

of a shock to the system! 
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Tom and Will were born in 1972 and 1974 and in 1973 they moved 

to Clevedon where she still lives. 

Linda edited the A.O.S.A. magazine for three years before 

returning to full -time teaching at Clevedon Comprehensive School 

where she taught English for 25 years. During that time she and Arthur 

sailed a variety of dilapidated boats in t he Bristol Channel and 

Cornwall and for 35 years she was a member of a local Choral Society, 

continuing the interest begun at Ayton. They also walked a lot in the 

Lake District as a family until finally  they were unable to keep up with 

their own children!  

When she retired in 2003 she became a Town Councillor in 

Clevedon as an Independent and has been ever since. In this role she 

has worked with the Allotment Association and has spear headed a 

move to improve the town centre  .In the meantime Tom married a 

local girl, Emma, and they have a two 

year old son, Eddie, who is a delight, 

and a daughter, Esther, born 

November 2010. 

               Since her husband Arthur 

died in 2007 she has thrown herself in 

to her Council work even more.  She 

divides her time between Clevedon, 

Manchester, a cottage in Cornwall, 

visiting her 90 year old mother in 

Great Ayton, which is a lovely excuse 

to come back, and doing as much 

travelling as time and funds allow.  

3ÏÙÖÜÎÏÖÜÛɯÈÓÓɯÛÏÌÚÌɯàÌÈÙÚɯ+ÐÕËÈɯÏÈÚɯÓÖàÈÓÓàɯÈÛÛÌÕËÌËɯ.ÓËɯ2ÊÏÖÓÈÙÚɀɯ

reunions and hopes that despite the sadness of the closure of the 

school, that tradition will continue for many more years . 



19 
 

SPONSORSHIP  

We REALLY need your continued contributions towards reunion 

expenses, and to enable us to publish the magazine, and to pay for the 

website. PLEASE HELP US TO HELP YOU. 

Very many thanks to all who have so generously 

contributed.  Sponsorship is still available - all contributions are 

gratefully received, please contact GEOFF MILLER  

geoff miller@newdur.ac.uk with your donations (made payable to 

AOSA) 

LIST OF SPONSORS for the years 2010-2011 

WESCHENFELDER & SONS Ltd., 

STOKELD & STEPHENS, Opthalmic Opticians, Ground Floor,  

12, Stokesley Road, Marton, Middlesbrough, TS7 8DX 

ANONYMOUS DONATIONS  

 

MEMBERSHIP FEES £5.00 PER ANNUM (£2 EXTRA FOR 

PARTNERS) LIFE MEMBERSHIP £50 (20%discount for Life 

Membership for partners) Membership forms for Old Scholars, 

family and friends available from Geoff Miller ( see Executive 

Committee list for the addresses)  

 

       

MOVING HOUSE?  CHANGE OF CIRCUMSTANCES ? PLEASE CONTACT 

FIONA CAMPBELL HON . RECORDS SECRETARY WITH  YOUR NEW 

ADD RESS. We lose members every year because they forget to advise Fiona 

of their  new address. (see Exec.Committee list for her address) 
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The weekend was one of those glorious June weekends we revisit 

when donning the rose coloured specs of nostalgia, but the Reunion 

weekend of June 2010 did not need the rose coloured hues of memory  

as the sun shone, and the activities of the weekend passed in a haze of 

laughter, gentle activity for the more energetic, or in meandering the 

villag e ,indulging in the famous ice -cream and pork pies amidst 

reminiscing& remembering. The Meeting House is a welcoming central 

location for all Old Scholars , and above, is the room where amidst  the 

wealth of wonderful photos, magazines , books and objects lovingly  

resourced, restored, organised and cared for by Jane Campbell assisted 

by her family,  past times can be remembered and almost forgotten 

memories brought to life . It is indeed a wonderful meeting  place.  

Where better then, than in such a beautiful vil lage, nestled in the 

Cleveland hills , could one prefer to be on such a weekend, and it was a 

pleasure to see on such a glorious occasion friendships rekindled, and 

new friendships formed.  The Saturday walk, (organised by Wendy 

Smith (Arnold) and therefore ÍÖÕËÓàɯÛÌÙÔÌËɯȿ6ÌÕËàɀÚɯÞÈÓÒɀȺ, amongst 

the gentle rolling countryside  has always been a much appreciated 

event, and the walkers gathered in pleasant anticipatio n. 

6ÌÕËàɀÚ 2010 Reunion Walk  

Wendy Smith  

Twenty of us gathered outside the Meeting House in glor ious 

sunshine and revealed to each other our names ( some hesitation 

remembering maiden names!) and the date we left school ( a range of 

1949 ( Brian Sayer) ɬ 1992 (Tim Green). It was interesting but in some 

ways did not matter as Aytonians manage to have friendships across 

the years, sometimes sharing memories of another scholar or a teacher, 

sometimes just a (possibly mythical) story ( was Lettuce Hall really 

thrown down the stairs in a la undry basket by Tanner Jackson?) 
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Front row : Mary Kidd, Alison Purdie, Ailsa  Bond, Suzanne Potter, Helen 

Masterman, Tom Midgeley, Vivie nne Flynn, Audrey Seddon, Pauline 

Buchanan. Back row: Ruth Wade, Bill Wade (behind him Tim Green),Fiona 

Campbell, Tony Brown, Jenny Summerfield, Tapani Rauha ,Brian Sayer, Maiji 

Rauha ( rather hidden behind Brian ), Mrs. Sayer. 

6ÌɯÉÙÈÝÌËɯÛÏÌɯ"ÈÓÐÍÖÙÕÐÈɯÛÙÈÍÍÐÊɯÛÖɯÌÕÛÌÙɯ2ÐÙɯ)ÖÏÕɀÚɯÍÐÌÓËÚȮɯÌÕÑÖàÐÕÎ the 

shade of the woody ÉÐÛÚɯÈÕËɯÙÌÑÖÐÊÐÕÎɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÖÙàɯÖÍɯ"È×ÛÈÐÕɯ"ÖÖÒɀÚɯ

Monument was 

unfounded - (we 

could see it still in 

place!)     


